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ITowot ntav o1 Zo@1oTeg Kat mota KOWd ONHELd eiyav
Richard McKirahan, Pomona College

O IN\dtev xata xavova darelkoviel Toug ZoPloTeg MG EVav odQr) Kat
VITAPKTO KIVOLVO Y1d TIV HOATTIOPEVT] KOWVOVIA: OG AVEINMKPLVELG PIiTOPEG TOV
omolwv ot ou{NToelg AITOOKOIIOLOAV Ot Vikn napd otnv aindeia, ot omoiot
elYav g ENayyeApatiko otoxo va kepdiooov yprpata kat dofa xat
exkpetalevovtav Tig moAttikeg @ulodolieg movowwv veapav. Eivat avt) n
EIKOVA KAPKATOLPA 1] HPAYHATIKOTNTA, KAl dv OVI®G elval Kapwkaroovpd,
noco Paoiletar otv ainbewa; Eivar dvoxkoho va amavrnboov avta ta
OepeAidn epotpata, enetdr) 1 TAATOVIKE] ELKOVA KDPLAPXNOe OTLg dinyr)oelg
Yld TODG ZOPLOTEG O OAL) TV APXLOTTd.

Ztnv opthia pov Ba emkevipmbm oe OVo Paocikeg MAevLPEG TOL (T PATOG.
O IN\atov pidet oav va omnpxav moANot Zo@loteg, alda katovopalet povo
Atyovg. Avtot ot Zo@lotég, onmg tovg napovotalet o [Mdatwv, empPePaiwvoov
) YEVIKI] TOL €Kova. Q0T000, aAAot apydaiol ovyypa@elg ava@epovidl o€
al\ovg Zo@lotég. O Hmp®TOg HOL OTOX0G Eelvat va oplow mola datopd
AIIOKAAODVTAl ZOPLOTEG, AIIO HO10DG KAl yid Iotovg Aoyovs. O 0pog ‘cogrotrg’
AITOOEIKVOETAL TEAIKA TIEPLOOOTEPO PELOTOG amo O,tt Ba avapevotav. Zin
oovéxela Oa eSepevvi)om® TNV EKMANKTIKI) HOWKIAIA OTA evOlAPEPOVTA KAl TIG
emOwwelg TV avipenmv mov kalobdvtat ‘Zogioteg. Avtd pe odnyel oto va
Ap@OPNTo® TNV MPAKTIKI] TOL VA AVAPEPOPAOTE OTOLS XLOPLOTEG OAV VA
AroteAovV €va Kivpa KAt OTo va MOPOTElV® &vav Old@QOPETIKO TPOIO
IIPOOEYY101)G TOVG, O OIT010¢ arrodidel KaAvTepa TV WattepOTTA TOL KAbeVOg
ano avTtoug.

Plato typically depicts the Sophists as a clear and present danger to
civilized society: dishonest rhetoricians whose goal in debate was victory
rather than truth, whose professional aims were to gain money and fame, and
who preyed on the political ambitions of rich young men. Is this image
caricature or reality, and if it is caricature what basis does it have in the truth?
These fundamental questions are difficult to answer because the Platonic
image dominated the narrative on the Sophists throughout antiquity. In this
talk I take up two aspects of the issue. Plato speaks as if there were many
Sophists but he names only a few. These Sophists, as Plato presents them,
support his general picture. But other ancient authors identify other Sophists.
My first task is to identify what individuals are called Sophists, by whom, and
for what reasons. The term “sophist” proves to be more fluid than we might
expect. Next I explore the surprising diversity of the interests and pursuits of
the men called Sophists, which leads me to question the practice of referring to
the Sophists as constituting a movement and to propose an alternative way to
view them that is better able to capture their individuality.



